
 
 
Democratic Services Section    
Legal and Civic Services Department 
Belfast City Council 
City Hall 
Belfast  
BT1 5GS 
 
 
12th June, 2026 
 
 
MEETING OF THE LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 
 

Dear Alderman/Councillor, 

 

The above-named Committee will meet in the Lavery Room, City Hall, and remotely via 

Microsoft Teams on Wednesday, 17th June, 2026 at 5.15 pm, for the transaction of the 

business noted below. 

 

You are requested to attend. 

 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
John Walsh 
 
Chief Executive 
 
 
 
AGENDA: 
 
1. Routine Matters   
 
 (a) Apologies   

 
 (b) Minutes   

 
 (c) Declarations of Interest   

 
2. Delegated Matters   
 
 (a) Licences Issued Under Delegated Authority  (Pages 1 - 4) 

 
 (b) Application for a New Licence to Operate a House of Multiple Occupation  

(Pages 5 - 34) 
 

 (c) Grant of a 14-Day Occasional Outdoor Entertainments Licence and request 
to provide entertainment beyond 11.00pm for an outdoor area to the rear of 
Lindsay House at 8 Callender Street  (Pages 35 - 44) 

 
 (d) Application for the Grant of a 7-Day Annual Outdoor Entertainments Licence 

for The Donegal, 11-17 Donegall Street  (Pages 45 - 52) 
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 (e) Application for the Grant of a 14-Day Occasional Outdoor Entertainments 
Licence for a carpark at 38-56 North Street. Application also to consider a 
request to provide outdoor entertainment beyond 11.00pm, and a request to 
provide indoor musical entertainment beyond 11.00pm within a marquee  
(Pages 53 - 62) 

 
 (f) Application for the Grant of a 14-Day Occasional Outdoor Entertainments 

Licence for an outdoor area to the rear of Oh Yeah, 15-21 Gordon Street  
(Pages 63 - 70) 

 
 (g) Application to provide Indoor (marquee) musical entertainment beyond 

11.00pm at Fleadh Cheoil temporary campsite at Titanic Quarter Harland & 
Wolff  (Pages 71 - 78) 

 
 (h) Application to provide indoor musical entertainment beyond 11.00pm in 

marquees in temporary campsites for Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann  (Pages 79 - 
86) 

 
 (i) Application to provide outdoor musical entertainment beyond 11.00 pm at 

Falls Park  (Pages 87 - 98) 
 

 (j) Application for the Grant of a 7 Day Annual Outdoor Entertainments Licence 
for Lavery's Bar  (Pages 99 - 112) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 
INSERT AGENDA ITEM  
 
 
 
 

Subject: Licences Issued Under Delegated Authority 

Date: 17 June 2026 

Reporting Officer: Kate Bentley, Director of Planning & Building Control, Ext. 2300 

Contact Officer: Stephen Hipkins, Building Control Manager, Ext. 2435 

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 
which the council has deemed this report restricted. 

 

Insert number  

 

1. Information relating to any individual 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
council holding that information) 

4. Information in connection with any labour relations matter 

5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on a 
person; or (b) to make an order or direction 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime 

 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

     

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  
 

Yes  No  X  

 

 

 

 

 

X 
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Agenda Item 2a



 

1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues 
 

 
1.1 
 
 
 
 

 
Under the Scheme of Delegation, the Director of Planning and Building Control is responsible 
for exercising all powers in relation to the issue, but not refusal, of Permits and Licences, 
excluding provisions relating to the issue of Licences where adverse representations have been 
made.  

2.0 Recommendations 
 

 
2.1 
 
 

  
The Committee is requested to note the applications that have been issued under the Scheme 
of Delegation. 
 

3.0 Main report 

 
 
 
3.1 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Key Issues 
 
Under the terms of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Northern Ireland) Order 
1985 the following Entertainments Licences were issued since your last meeting. 
 

 

Premises and Location Type of Application Applicant 

Andersonstown Social Club, South 
Link, Belfast, BT11 8GX 

Renewal - 7 Day 
Annual 

Michael Porter 

Granny Annie's Kitchen, 81-85 
Chichester Street, Belfast, BT1 4JE 

Renewal - 7 Day 
Annual 

Michael Johnston,  
W & R Holdings Limited 

Hibernian Sports & Social Club, 71 
Falls Road, Belfast, BT12 4PD 

Variation - 7 Day 
Annual 

Gerry McCloskey 

Hibernian Sports and Social Club, 
71 Falls Road, Belfast, BT12 4PD 

Renewal - 7 Day 
Annual 

Gerry McCloskey 

Lansdowne Hotel, 657 Antrim 
Road, Belfast, BT15 4EF 

Renewal - 7 Day 
Annual 

Andrew Simpson,  
JPE Hotels Limited 

Ligoniel Community Centre, 144 
Ligoniel Road, Belfast, BT14 8DT 

Renewal - 7 Day 
Annual 

Yvonne Coyle,  
BCC Community Services 

Shandon Park Golf Club 
(Marquee), 73 Shandon Park, 
Belfast, BT5 6NY 

Grant - Occasional 
14 Day  

Marianne Hood,  
Shandon Park Golf Club Ltd 

Stormont Hotel, 587, Upper 
Newtownards Road, Belfast, BT4 
3LP 

Renewal - 7 Day 
Annual 

Peter Gibson,  
HHG No6. Limited 

Teal Monkey, 89 Dublin Road, 
Belfast, BT2 7HF 

Renewal - 7 Day 
Annual 

Eamonn Trainor,  
Havana Grill NI Ltd 

Woodvale Community Centre, 74a 
Disraeli Street, Belfast, BT13 3HW 

Renewal - 7 Day 
Annual 

Yvonne Coyle, 
 BCC Community Services 

Wedderburn Playing Fields, 5 
Wedderburn Gardens, Belfast, 
BT10 0FZ 

Renewal - 
Occasional 14 Day  

Stephen Leonard,  
BCC City and 

Neighbourhoods Department 
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3.2 
 

 
3.3 
 
 
3.4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Under the terms of the Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (Northern Ireland) Order 
1985 no Amusement Permits were issued since your last meeting. 
 
Under the terms of the Cinemas (Northern Ireland) Order 1991 no Cinema Licences were issued 
since your last meeting. 
 
Under the terms of the Petroleum Consolidation Act 1929 the following Petroleum Licences were 
issued since your last meeting.  

 
Under the terms of the Street Trading Act (Northern Ireland) 2001 the following Street Trading 
Licences were issued since your last meeting. 

 
Under the terms of the Road Traffic Regulation (Northern Ireland) Order 1997 the following Road 
Closure Orders were issued since your last meeting. 

Premises and Location Type of Application Applicant 

Beersbridge Road Filling Station, 
Gd Floor, 323-329 Beersbridge 
Road, Belfast, BT5 5DS 

Renewal Application 
Karl Hunter,  

Rathen Limited 

Cherryvalley Filling Station, 46 
Gilnahirk Road, Belfast, BT5 7DG 

Renewal Application 
Alan Armstrong,  

Henderson Retail Limited 

Edenderry Filling Station, 298, 
Crumlin Road, Belfast, BT14 7EE 

Renewal Application John Bailey 

Location 
Type of 

Application 
Commodity Hours Licensed Applicant 

Newtownbreda (part 
within BCC area) and 
Edenderry 

Mobile 
Grant 

Application 

Ice cream, 
confectionery and 

beverages. 

Mon – Sat 
16:30 – 20:00 

Carol 
McMurray 

Beside Primark, Castle 
Street 

Temporary 
Grant 

Application 

Ice cream, 
confectionery and 

beverages. 

13th July 2026 
08:00 – 21:00 

David Sloan, 
Swift Outside 

Foods Ltd 

Shaw's Bridge 
Roundabout on grass 
verge in front of House 
of Sport, Malone Road 

Temporary 
Grant 

Application 

Ice cream, 
confectionery and 

beverages. 

13th July 2026 
08:00 – 21:00 

David Sloan, 
Swift Outside 

Foods Ltd 

Shaftsbury Square, 
Botanic Avenue 

Temporary 
Grant 

Application 

Ice cream, 
confectionery and 

beverages. 

13th July 2026 
08:00 – 21:00 

David Sloan, 
Swift Outside 

Foods Ltd 

Location 
Type of 
Activity 

Date and Hours 
permitted 

Applicant 

Blue Lights season 4 
(Castleton Gardens & Jubilee 
Avenue) 

Filming 
Grant 

Application 

29 May 2026 
08:30 – 19:30 

Robert Huffam, Two Cities 
(Blue Lights S4) Limited 

Blue Lights season 4 
(Church Rd) 

Filming 
Grant 

Application 

21 May - 22 May 2026 
26 May 2026 
09:30 – 18:30 

Robert Huffam, Two Cities 
(Blue Lights S4) Limited 

Blue Lights Season 4 (Forest 
St, Springfield Av, Iris Dr) 

Filming 
Grant 

Application 

15 May 2026 
09:00 – 19:00 

Robert Huffam, Two Cities 
(Blue Lights S4) Limited 

Blue Lights Season 4 (Merok 
Crescent & Carnamena 
Avenue) 

Filming 
Grant 

Application 

27 May - 29 May 2026 
08:30 – 20:30 

Robert Huffam, Two Cities 
(Blue Lights S4) Limited 

Bullapalooza (Manderson 
Street, Townsley Street) 

Community 
Event 
Grant 

Application 

18 June – 21 June 2026 
17:00 – 22:00 

William Mayne 
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3.7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.8 
 
 
 
3.9 
 
 
 

 
Under the terms of the Licensing of Pavement Cafés Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 the following 
Pavement Café Licences were issued since your last meeting.  

 
 
Financial & Resource Implications 
 
None. 
 
Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 
 
There are no issues associated with this report. 

Location 
Type of 
Activity 

Date and Hours 
permitted 

Applicant 

Belfast Fleadh 2026, Belfast 
City Centre 

Civic Event 
Grant 

Application 

31 July – 10 August 
2026 

19:00 – 08:00  
Belfast City Council 

Norwood & Circular Road  
Street Party 

Grant 
Application 

30 May 2026 
12:00 – 17:00 

William Johnston 

Premises and Location Type of Application Applicant 

Black Sheep Coffee, 56-58 Ann 
Street, Belfast, BT1 4EG 

Grant Application 
Lawrence Bannon,  

Black Sheep Coffee Ltd 

Fish City, 33 Ann Street, Belfast, 
BT1 4EB 

Grant Application 
John Francis Lavery,  

Skompa Limited 

Greggs, 537 Lisburn Road, Belfast, 
BT9 7GQ 

Grant Application 
Kara Johnston,  
Gravis Planning 

Margot, 18 Donegall Square East, 
Belfast, BT1 5HD 

Grant Application 
Zoe Watson,  

Clover Group P.L.C. 

Nancy Mulligans, 95-99 Castle 
Street, Belfast, BT1 1GJ 

Grant Application Sean Duffy 

St Georges Market, 12-20, East 
Bridge Street, Belfast, BT1 3NQ 

Grant Application 
Clodagh Cassin, BCC Place 
and Economy Department 

Tea House, 19 Royal Avenue, 
Belfast, BT1 1FB 

Grant Application James Hickland 

Whites Tavern, 2-6 Winecellar 
Entry, Belfast, BT1 1QN 

Grant Application 
Zoe Watson,  

Clover Group P.L.C. 

 
 
 

Page 4



Document is Restricted

Page 5

Agenda Item 2b
By virtue of paragraph(s) 1, 2, 3, 6 of Part 1 of Schedule 6
of the Local Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014.



This page is intentionally left blank



Document is Restricted

Page 11

By virtue of paragraph(s) 1, 2, 3, 6 of Part 1 of Schedule 6
of the Local Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014.



This page is intentionally left blank



Document is Restricted

Page 13

By virtue of paragraph(s) 1, 2, 3, 6 of Part 1 of Schedule 6
of the Local Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014.



This page is intentionally left blank



Document is Restricted

Page 27

By virtue of paragraph(s) 1, 2, 3, 6 of Part 1 of Schedule 6
of the Local Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014.



This page is intentionally left blank



Document is Restricted

Page 29

By virtue of paragraph(s) 1, 2, 3, 6 of Part 1 of Schedule 6
of the Local Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014.



This page is intentionally left blank



Document is Restricted

Page 33

By virtue of paragraph(s) 1, 2, 3, 6 of Part 1 of Schedule 6
of the Local Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014.



This page is intentionally left blank



 

 
LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 
INSERT AGENDA ITEM DRAFT FM 
 
 
 
 

Subject: 

Grant of a 14-Day Occasional Outdoor Entertainments Licence 
and request to provide entertainment beyond 11.00pm for an 
outdoor area to the rear of Lindsay House at 8 Callender Street.  

Date: 17 June 2026 

Reporting Officer: Kate Bentley, Director of Planning & Building Control, Ext. 2300 

Contact Officer: Stephen Hipkins, Building Control Manager, Ext. 2435 

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 
which the council has deemed this report restricted. 

 

Insert number  

1. Information relating to any individual 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
council holding that information) 

4. Information in connection with any labour relations matter 

5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on 
a person; or (b) to make an order or direction 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?   
                                                

Yes  No  

 

 

 

 

X 

 

 

X 
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Agenda Item 2c



 

 
1.0 Purpose of Report  

 

1.1 
 
 
 
 
1.2 
 
 
 
1.3 
 

This report is to consider an application from Ben Ringland for the grant of a 14-Day 
Occasional Outdoor Entertainments Licence for the outdoor area of Lindsay House located 
at 8 Callender Street, based on the Council’s standard conditions to provide outdoor musical 
entertainment.   
 
Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann is taking place in Belfast from Sunday 2 August to Sunday 9 
August 2026 and the applicant plans to provide entertainment in this outdoor area from 
Friday 31 July to Sunday 9 August.  
 
The report is also to consider the applicant’s request for permission for the musical 
entertainment to run beyond 11.00pm in the outdoor area on these ten nights. 

2.0 Recommendations 
 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.3 
 
 
 
2.4 

 
Taking into account the information presented, and any representations received you are 
required to consider the application for grant of an Outdoor Entertainments Licence, and 
subject to all technical requirements being met, either: 
 

1. Approve the application for the grant of the 14-Day Occasional Outdoor Entertainments 
Licence, or 

2. Approve the application for the grant with special conditions, or 
3. Refuse the application for the grant of the 14-Day Occasional Outdoor Entertainments 

Licence 
 
Should the Committee agree that the 14-Day Occasional Outdoor Entertainments Licence be 
granted, you are then required to consider the request to extend the hours of entertainment 
beyond the standard hours and, subject to all technical requirements being met, either: 
 

4. Agree that entertainment should be permitted to take place beyond the standard hours 
of licence to 1.00 am on all ten nights; or 

5. Agree that only on specified nights will entertainment be permitted to take place beyond 
the standard hours of licence to 1.00 am and that the other requested nights be 
permitted to take place to an earlier specified extended hour; or 

6. Refuse to extend hours on any night requested. 
 
If an application is refused, or special conditions are attached to the licence to which the 
applicant does not consent, then the applicant may appeal the Council’s decision within 21 
days of notification of that decision to the County Court.  
 
In the case that the applicant subsequently decides to appeal, outdoor entertainment may not 
be provided until any such appeal is determined.  Due to time constraints, it is unlikely that an 
appeal could be concluded in time for entertainment to be provided during Fleadh 2026. 
 

3.0 Main Report  
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3.1 
 
 
 
3.2 
 
3.3 
 
 
3.4 
 
 
 
 
3.5 
 
 
3.6 
 
3.7 
 
 
 
3.8 
 
 
3.9 
 
 
3.10 
 
 
3.11 
 
 
 
3.12 
 
 
3.13 
 
 
 
 
3.14 
 
 
3.15 
 
 
 
 

 
Key Issues 
 
The applicant has submitted a 14-Day Occasional Outdoor Entertainments Licence for the 
outdoor and outdoor covered areas located to the rear of Lindsay House at 8 Callender 
Street and linking through to Callender Street.   
 
A Site Location Map is attached as Appendix 1 and Proposed Layout as Appendix 2. 
 
The applicant has also proposed to provide entertainment within the new outdoor area to 
1.00am on ten nights from the 31 July to the 9 August inclusive. 
 
It should be noted that there will be amplified entertainment in the outdoor area, and an 
acoustic report has been submitted. The Licensee has confirmed that the music noise level 
will be reduced after 11pm to reduce the likelihood of unreasonable disturbance to nearby 
residents. 
 
Rationale for extended hours: A rationale for extended hours beyond 11pm has been 
provided by the Licensee and is attached as Appendix 3.   
 
A representative of the Licensee has been invited to attend your meeting. 
 
PSNI:  The Police confirmed they have no objection to the application.  They have been 
contacted by the Service in relation to the request for extended hours, however, a response 
has not yet been received.  
 
Should Members be minded to approve the grant of the licence and the extended hours 
requested, this should be subject to a satisfactory response from the PSNI on the matter.  
 
NIFRS - The Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service have been consulted in relation to 
the application, however, a response has not yet been received. 
 
Should Members be minded approve the grant of the licence this should be subject to a 
satisfactory response from NIFRS on the matter.  
 
Health, safety and welfare issues:  Officers have engaged with the Licensee and 
colleagues in the Fleadh events team in relation to the proposed use of this space and will 
participate in pre-event meetings. 
  
An Event Management Plan for the entertainment offerings at 8 Callender Street has been 
received and is being evaluated by the Service and shared with other colleagues.   
 
Noise issues: A significant consideration for Environmental Protection Unit (EPU) will be the 
proposal to provide outdoor entertainment after 11.00 pm.  Members are reminded that the 
Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 gives councils 
additional powers in relation to entertainment noise after 11.00 pm.  
 
The Licensee has engaged an acoustic consultant and an acoustic report has been 
submitted to the Environmental Protection Unit (EPU) for appraisal.  
 
The Licensee will also be required to produce a suitable neighbourhood pre-notification letter 
containing a nominated Licensee contact that residents may refer concerns or make 
complaints to. The extent of the letter’s distribution, which will take place prior to the events 
will be agreed with the Licensee by the Service in consultation with EPU officers.   
 

Page 37



3.16 
 
 
 
 
3.17 

The event organisers will be reminded of the standard licence condition that receipt of 
significant complaints may lead to further late nights being curtailed. However, as the 
complaints are not all received on the nights that are the subject of the complaint a full picture 
does not emerge until all complaints are collated, by which time the events can be concluded. 
 
Applicant: The applicant, and/or their representative will be available at your meeting to 
answer any queries you may have in relation to the application. 

4.0 
 
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 
None.  Officers will carry out inspections before and during the events which will be catered 
for within existing Service budgets. 

5.0 Equality and Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 
 
There are no issues associated with this report. 

6.0 Appendices – Documents Attached 
 

  Appendix 1 – Site Location Map  

 Appendix 2 – Proposed Layout 

 Appendix 3 – Applicant’s rationale for extended hours 
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Rationale from Licensee for request to provide entertainment to a later hour  

 

Sent: 03 June 2026 12:57 
 

Subject: [EXTERNAL]Callender Street Temporary Entertainments License Rationale 

 

Traditional Irish music festivals naturally peak in the evening, with core cultural performances, 
and sessions. Restricting entertainment strictly to 11:00 PM would cut short the headline 
cultural programming and disrupt the authentic scheduling expected of a Fleadh. 

Providing managed entertainment inside the licensed venue until 1:00 AM allows for a 
staggered, orderly, and supervised dispersal of patrons. 

By keeping the entertainment within our designated, stewarded boundary past 11:00 PM, we 
prevent 'overspill' where patrons congregate in unmanaged public areas or residential streets to 
continue socializing. It ensures crowd behaviour remains under the supervision of doormen. 

We will be lowering the volume levels after 11:00 PM to ensure we don't cause unreasonable 
disturbance to anyone nearby.  
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LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Subject: 
Application for the Grant of a 7-Day Annual Outdoor 
Entertainments Licence for The Donegal, 11-17 Donegall Street  

Date: 17 June 2026  

Reporting Officer: Kate Bentley, Director of Planning & Building Control, Ext. 2300 

Contact Officer: Stephen Hipkins, Building Control Manager, Ext. 2435 

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 
which the council has deemed this report restricted. 

 

Insert number  

 

1. Information relating to any individual 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
council holding that information) 

4. Information in connection with any labour relations matter 

5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on 
a person; or (b) to make an order or direction 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?   
                                                

Yes  No  X 
 

 

 

 

 

X 
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Agenda Item 2d



 
1.0 Purpose of Report  

       
1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2 
 
 
 
1.3 

This report is to consider an application for the grant of a 7-Day Annual Outdoor 
Entertainments Licence for ‘The Donegal’, 11-17 Donegall Street, based on the Council’s 
standard conditions to provide outdoor musical entertainment.  
 
       Area and Location                    Ref. No.                   Applicant  
       The Donegal,                               24889                     Mr. Patrick Simpson                                                             
       11-17 Donegall Street.                                                JPE Hotels Ltd. 
       BT1 2FT                                                                      657 Antrim Road  
                                                                                           BT15 4EF  
The day and hours that outdoor musical entertainment is proposed to be provided are: 

 Monday to Saturday:     12.00 noon to 11.00 pm     and 

 Sunday:                         12.30 pm to 10:30 pm 
 
A site location map is attached as Appendix 1 and the proposed layout plan and visual 
rendering of the premises is attached as Appendix 2.  

2.0 Recommendations 
 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
 
2.3 

 
After taking into account the information presented and representations received the 
Committee are required to consider the request to grant outdoor entertainment until 11pm 
and, subject to all technical requirements being met, either: 
 

a) Approve the application for the grant of the 7-Day Annual Outdoor Entertainments 
Licence or  

b) Approve the application for the grant with special conditions, or  
c) Refuse the application for the grant of the 7-Day Annual Outdoor Entertainments    

Licence. 
 
If an application is refused, or special conditions are attached to the licence to which the 
applicant does not consent, then the applicant may appeal the Council’s decision within 21 
days of notification of that decision to the County Court.  
 
In the case that the applicant subsequently decides to appeal, outdoor entertainment may not 
be provided until any such appeal is determined.  Due to time constraints, it is unlikely that an 
appeal could be concluded in time for entertainment to be provided during Fleadh 2026. 
 

3.0 Main Report  
 

 
 
 
3.1 
 
 
 
 
3.2 
 
 
3.3 
 

 
Background  
 
The applicant has applied to provide outdoor entertainment to the rear of their vacant 
building at 11-17 Donegall Street.  Works have commenced to reinstate an existing outdoor 
area to the rear of the building, which is the area where it is proposed to provide outdoor 
entertainment.  
 
Granting of this outdoor entertainments licence does not confer nor negate any requirement 
for planning permission which may be required depending on the duration of the use.  
 
Donegall Street is in the Cathedral Quarter of the city centre and is within Zone 2 of the 
Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann event area plan and within the road closure pedestrianised area. 
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3.4 
 
 
 
 
3.5 
 
 
3.6 
 
 
3.7 
 
 
3.8 
 
 
3.9 
 
 
 
 
3.10 
 
3.11 
 
 
3.12 
 
 
3.13 
 
 
 
3.14 
 
 
3.15 
 
 
3.16 
 
 
3.17 
 
 
 

 
The applicant wishes to host entertainment in line with the Fleadh’s traditional music 
entertainment offering in this outdoor area.  
 
Key Issues  
 
Public notice of the application has been placed in the newspaper and no written 
representation has been lodged as a result of the advertisement.  
 
PSNI - The Police have been consulted in relation to the application, however, a response has 
not yet been received. 
 
Should Members be minded approve the Grant of the 7-Day Annual Outdoor Entertainments 
licence, this should be subject to a satisfactory response from the PSNI on the matter.  
 
NIFRS - The Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service have been consulted in relation to 
the application, however, a response has not yet been received. 
 
Should Members be minded approve the Grant of the 7-Day Annual Outdoor Entertainments 
licence this should be subject to a satisfactory response from NIFRS on the matter.  
 
Health, safety and welfare issues 
 
Works to create the outdoor entertainment are due to complete on 18 July 2026. 
 
If the Committee decides to grant the Outdoor Entertainments Licence, it will not be issued 
until such time as all works are completed to the satisfaction of the Service.  
 
Officers have engaged with the event organisers and colleagues in the Fleadh events team 
in relation to the proposed use of this space and will participate in pre-event meetings  
 
An event management plan has been received and shared with other colleagues.  
 
Noise issues 
  
The applicant proposes to provide non-amplified musical entertainment within the rear 
outdoor area of his building in the form of traditional music live bands during the Fleadh.  
 
Entertainment will not be provided beyond the standard finishing time for outdoor musical 
entertainment of 11.00 pm.     
 
If a decision is taken to Grant the licence, a condition would be added to the licence relating 
to the sole provision of non-amplified musical entertainment. 
 
The following special conditions are attached to the Outdoor Entertainments Licences. 
 

1. Maximum numbers will be agreed at the discretion of the Building Control service and 
will vary depending on the individual entertainment proposals.  

2. Prior to entertainment taking place, the licensee is required to demonstrate evidence 
of early consultation with Building Control service and have in place a robust system 
for dealing with complaints. This is to be agreed in advance. 
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4.0 
 
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 
None.  Officers will carry out inspections before and during the events which will be catered 
for within existing Service budgets.   
 

5.0 Equality and Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 
 
There are no issues associated with this report. 
 

6.0 Appendices – Documents Attached 

 Appendix 1 – Site Location Plan 

 Appendix 2 – Proposed Layout Plan.  
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Proposed Layout Plan - 11-21 Donegall Street, Belfast, BT1 2FF 
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Entertainment 

We are in the process of applying for an outdoor entertainment license for the Courtyard Garden. This space will be 

used to showcase popular acts involved in the Fleadh Cheoil and compliment the City’s wider entertainment offering. 

The proposed licensed area can be viewed below (highlighted in yellow). 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 
INSERT AGENDA ITEM DRAFT FM 
 
 
 
 

Subject: 

Application for the Grant of a 14-Day Occasional Outdoor 
Entertainments Licence for a carpark at 38-56 North Street.   
 
Application also to consider a request to provide outdoor 
entertainment beyond 11.00pm, and a request to provide indoor 
musical entertainment beyond 11.00pm within a marquee. 

Date: 17 June 2026 

Reporting Officer: Kate Bentley, Director of Planning & Building Control, Ext. 2300 

Contact Officer: Stephen Hipkins, Building Control Manager, Ext. 2435 

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 
which the council has deemed this report restricted. 

 

Insert number  

 

1. Information relating to any individual 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
council holding that information) 

4. Information in connection with any labour relations matter 

5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on 
a person; or (b) to make an order or direction 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

 

 

 

 

 

X 
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Agenda Item 2e



Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?   
                                                

Yes  No  

 

 
1.0 Purpose of Report  

 

1.1 
 
 
1.2 
 
 
 
1.3 
 
 
 
1.4 
 
 

Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann will run for eight nights from Sunday 2 August to Sunday 9 August 
2026. 
 
This report is to consider an application from Kelvin Collins for the grant of a 14-Day Occasional 
Outdoor Entertainments Licence for North Street carpark based on the Council’s Standard 
Conditions to provide outdoor musical entertainment.   
 
The request by the applicant also seeks permission for planned entertainment to run beyond 
11.00pm on up to three nights in the outdoor area, and also within a marquee located on the 
site. 
 
The applicant seeks the extension in hours of entertainment for Thursday 6, Friday 7, and 
Saturday 8 August. 

 
2.0 Recommendations 

 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Taking into account the information presented and any representations received you are 
required to consider the request for grant of Entertainments Licence and, subject to all 
technical requirements being met, either: 
 
 Approve the application for the grant of the 14-Day Occasional Outdoor Entertainments 

Licence, or 
 Approve the application for the grant with special conditions, or 
 Refuse the application for the grant of the 14-Day Occasional Outdoor Entertainments 

Licence 
 
Should the 14-Day Occasional Outdoor Entertainments Licence be granted, members are 
asked to consider the request to extend the hours of entertainment and, subject to all 
technical requirements being met, either: 
 
 Agree that all three of the events should be permitted to take place beyond the standard 

hours of licence to 1.00 am; or 
 Agree that only on specified nights will entertainment be permitted to take place beyond 

the standard hours of licence to 1.00am and that the other requested nights be permitted 
to take place to an earlier specified extended hour; or 

 Refuse to extend all of the hours as requested. 
 
In relation to the marquee, members are asked to consider the request to extend the hours 
of entertainment and, subject to all technical requirements being met, either: 
 
 Agree that entertainment should be permitted to take place beyond the standard hours of 

licence to 1.00 am on the three nights during the Fleadh; or 

X 
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2.4 
 
 
 
2.5 
 
 
 

 Agree that only on specified nights will entertainment be permitted to take place beyond 
the standard hours of licence to 1.00am and that the other requested nights be permitted 
to take place to an earlier specified extended hour; or 

 Refuse to extend hours on any night requested. 
 

If an application is refused, or Special Conditions are attached to the Licence to which the 
applicant does not consent, then the applicant may appeal the Council’s decision within 21 
days of notification of that decision to the County Court.  
 
In the case that the applicant subsequently decides to appeal, outdoor entertainment may not 
be provided until any such appeal is determined.  Due to time constraints, it is unlikely that an 
appeal could be concluded in time for entertainment to be provided during Fleadh 2026. 
 

3.0 Main Report  
 

 
 
3.1 
 
 
3.2 
 
 
 
 
 
3.3 
 
 
 
3.4 
 
3.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.6 
 
3.7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Issues 
 
The applicant has made an application for a 14-Day Occasional Outdoor Entertainments 
Licence for a carpark located at 38-56 North Street 
 
The applicant has also proposed to provide entertainment within the new outdoor area 
beyond 11.00pm.  The day and hours proposed are: 
 

 Thursday 6, Friday 7, and Saturday 8 August: 11.30am to 01.00am the following 
morning 

 
All remaining days of the 14-Day Occasional Licence are to remain as standard hours: 
 

 11.30am to 11.00pm 
 
It should be noted that there will be no amplified entertainment in the outdoor area. 
 
In addition, the applicant has requested permission to provide entertainment beyond 
11.00pm within a marquee to be located at the site.  This particular structure is subject to the 
conditions of a Marquee Entertainments Licence granted for the site.  The day and hours 
proposed are: 
 

 Thursday 6, Friday 7, and Saturday 8 August: 11.30am to 01.00am the following 
morning 

 
It should be noted that there will be amplified entertainment in the marquee. 
 
The following Special Conditions are attached to both the Marquee and Outdoor 
Entertainments Licences: 
  

 Maximum numbers will be agreed at the discretion of the Building Control Service 
and will vary depending upon individual concert set up proposals. 

 Prior to any event taking place the promoters are required to demonstrate evidence 
of early consultation and have in place a robust system of dealing with any 
complaints, which has been agreed in advance with the Council. 

 Any requests to provide entertainment later than 11.00 pm must be considered by the 
Licensing Committee and therefore must be made at least 3 months in advance of 
the proposed event. 

Page 55



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.8 
 
 
3.9 
 
 
 
3.10 
 
 
3.11 
 
3.12 
 
 
3.13 
 
 
3.14 
 
 
3.15 
 
 
3.16 
 
 
 
3.17 
 
 
3.18 
 
 
 
 
3.19 
 
3.20 
 
 
 
 
 
3.21 
 
 
 

 Should an application to provide entertainment beyond 11.00 pm be granted and the 
Council then receive a significant number of complaints regarding noise or the 
complaint is of such significant impact, authority is granted to the Director of Planning 
and Building Control, in consultation with the City Solicitor, to reduce the finishing 
time for any subsequent nights of the event, in which case the promoter will be 
required to make contingency arrangements. 

 
The special conditions mean that this request to provide entertainment later than 11pm must 
be considered by the Licensing Committee.   
 
As this is not an application to vary the terms of either the Indoor (Marquee) or Outdoor 
licences, but a request for Council’s permission to extend the hours under an existing 
Licence Condition, there is no requirement for public advertisement in this case. 
 
Rationale for extended hours: A rationale for extended hours beyond 11pm has been 
provided by the event organiser and is attached as Appendix 2.   
 
The applicant has been invited to attend your meeting. 
 
PSNI:  The Police have been contacted by the Service in relation to the application and later 
hours request, however, a response has not yet been received.  
 
Should Members be minded to grant the outdoor licence and approve the extended hours 
requested, this should be subject to a satisfactory response from the PSNI on the matter.  
 
NIFRS - The Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service have been consulted in relation to 
the application, however, a response has not yet been received. 
 
Should Members be minded to grant the outdoor licence and approve the extended hours 
requested, this should be subject to a satisfactory response from the NIFRS. 
 
Health, safety and welfare issues:  Officers have engaged with the event organisers and 
colleagues in the Fleadh events team in relation to the events and will participate in pre-
event meetings. 
  
An Event Management Plan for the entertainment offerings at 38-56 North Street has been 
received and is being evaluated by the Service and shared with other colleagues.   
 
Noise issues: A significant consideration for Environmental Protection Unit (EPU) will be the 
proposal to provide outdoor entertainment after 11.00 pm.  Members are reminded that the 
Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 gives councils 
additional powers in relation to entertainment noise after 11.00 pm.  
 
The noise mitigation strategy will be discussed at the pre-event meetings.  
 
The event organisers will be required to engage with an acoustic consultant and requested 
to document a noise mitigation strategy for each night of entertainment. The purpose of the 
strategy will be to demonstrate that noise from the event will not cause unreasonable 
disturbance to commercial and residential premises. Once received by the Service this 
strategy will be provided to EPU for appraisal.  
 
The organisers will also be required to produce a suitable residents pre-notification letter 
containing a nominated event organiser contact that residents may refer concerns or make 
complaints to. The extent of the letter’s distribution, which will take place prior to the event 
will be agreed with the event organiser by the Service in consultation with EPU officers.   
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3.22 

 
The event organisers will be reminded of the standard licence condition that receipt of 
significant complaints may lead to further late nights being curtailed. However, it can be 
impracticable during the festival to curtail further nights at short notice, and as complaints 
are not all received on the nights that are the subject of the complaint a full picture does not 
emerge until all complaints are collated, by which time the events can be concluded.  
 

4.0 
 
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 
None.  Officers will carry out inspections before and during the events which will be catered 
for within existing Service budgets. 

5.0 Equality and Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 
 
There are no issues associated with this report. 

6.0 Appendices – Documents Attached 
 

  Appendix 1 – Site Location Map  

 Appendix 2 – Applicant’s rationale for extended hours 
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June 3rd, 2026 

Dear Council Members, 

We wish to formally request approval for a temporary extension of the Entertainment 
Licence to permit operation until 1:00am for three nights during the Fleadh Cheoil na 
hÉireann event period — specifically Thursday 6th August, Friday 7th August, and Saturday 
8th August. 

The extension is sought solely for what are expected to be the three busiest nights of the 
Fleadh, when Belfast city centre will experience peak visitor numbers and increased 
pressure on hospitality capacity and crowd management infrastructure. 

As part of our contribution to supporting the event, we are erecting a purpose-built 
marquee on North Street which will provide additional managed capacity for approximately 
2,750 patrons, with final occupancy levels to be agreed in consultation with Belfast City 
Council and all relevant statutory agencies. 

We believe the provision of additional regulated and professionally managed hospitality 
space is essential to helping Belfast safely accommodate the tens of thousands of visitors 
expected during the Fleadh. 

The rationale for this request is based primarily around public safety, crowd management, 
and the overall visitor experience. 

Without additional late-night licensed capacity, there is potential for: 

• Increased overcrowding within existing venues 
• Greater pressure on public spaces and city centre streets 
• Large numbers of patrons dispersing simultaneously at standard closing times 
• Increased pressure on transport infrastructure and taxi provision 

By permitting operation until 1:00am for these three nights only, visitor dispersal can take 
place in a more gradual and controlled manner, helping reduce congestion and improve 
overall crowd management across the city centre. 

The venue will operate under a comprehensive event management plan and will include: 

• Controlled entry and exit points 
• Dedicated queuing systems 
• Crowd flow management procedures 
• Clearly identified emergency exits 
• Continuous venue management supervision 
• Approximately 15 SIA-trained stewards at peak operating times 
• External perimeter monitoring and safe dispersal procedures 

We fully recognise the importance of balancing the success of the Fleadh with the needs of 
nearby residents and neighbouring businesses. Measures will therefore include: 
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• Managed customer dispersal procedures 
• Additional stewarding presence at closing time 
• Signage requesting patrons respect neighbouring properties and residents 
• Ongoing cooperation with Council officers and relevant agencies throughout the 

event period 

Importantly, this year’s Fleadh also represents an opportunity for Belfast to demonstrate its 
ability to successfully host and manage an event of this scale in a safe, welcoming, and 
professionally organised manner. 

Ensuring visitors have a positive experience — including access to sufficient managed 
hospitality capacity and safe evening entertainment options — will play an important role in 
encouraging repeat attendance and supporting the long-term success of the Fleadh when it 
returns to Belfast in 2027. 

We believe supporting professionally operated and stewarded venues during peak periods 
will contribute positively to: 

• Public safety 
• Visitor experience 
• Crowd management 
• The city’s hospitality offering 
• Belfast’s reputation as a host city for major cultural events 

This request is limited exclusively to the three peak nights of the Fleadh and is intended to 
support the safe and successful operation of what will be one of the most significant cultural 
events ever hosted in Belfast. 

We are making a significant private investment in the temporary infrastructure, staffing, 
stewarding, production, and operational delivery required to facilitate this event space 
during the Fleadh period. 

The requested extension in operating hours will help ensure that this investment can be 
utilised effectively during the peak demand periods of the festival, while also enabling us to 
deliver the level of professional event management, customer experience, and public safety 
measures expected of an event of this scale. 

We respectfully ask Belfast City Council to support this temporary licence extension in 
recognition of the positive operational, cultural, and economic benefits it will bring to the 
city. 

Kind regards, 

Kelvin Collins 
Gavin Bates 
 
Cairde Events Ltd 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 
INSERT AGENDA ITEM DRAFT FM 
 
 
 
 

Subject: 

Application for the Grant of a 14-Day Occasional Outdoor 
Entertainments Licence for an outdoor area to the rear of  
Oh Yeah, 15-21 Gordon Street.   

Date: 17 June 2026 

Reporting Officer: Kate Bentley, Director of Planning & Building Control, Ext. 2300 

Contact Officer: Stephen Hipkins, Building Control Manager, Ext. 2435 

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 
which the council has deemed this report restricted. 

 

Insert number  

1. Information relating to any individual 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
council holding that information) 

4. Information in connection with any labour relations matter 

5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on 
a person; or (b) to make an order or direction 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?   
                                                

Yes  No  

 

 

 

 

X 

 

 

X 
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1.0 Purpose of Report  

 

1.1 
 
 
 
 
1.2 
 
 
1.3 
 

This report is to consider an application from Damian McAdams for the grant of a 14-Day 
Occasional Outdoor Entertainments Licence for the outdoor area/carpark to the rear of the 
Oh Yeah Music Centre at 15-21 Gordon Street, based on the Council’s Standard Conditions 
to provide outdoor musical entertainment.   
 
Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann will run for 8 days from Sunday 2 August to Sunday 9 August 
2026. 
 
The applicant plans to provide entertainment on four days from Thursday 6 August to 
Sunday 9 August 2026, up to the standard finishing time for outdoor entertainment of 11pm. 

2.0 Recommendations 
 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
 
2.3 
 
 
 

 
Taking into account the information presented, and any representations received you are 
required to consider the request for grant of Entertainments Licence, subject to all technical 
requirements being met, either: 
 

1. Approve the application for the grant of the 14-Day Occasional Outdoor Entertainments 
Licence, or 

2. Approve the application for the grant with special conditions, or 
3. Refuse the application for the grant of the 14-Day Occasional Outdoor Entertainments 

Licence 
 
If an application is refused, or Special Conditions are attached to the Licence to which the 
applicant does not consent, then the applicant may appeal the Council’s decision within 21 
days of notification of that decision to the County Court.  
 
In the case that the applicant subsequently decides to appeal, outdoor entertainment may not 
be provided until any such appeal is determined.  Due to time constraints, it is unlikely that an 
appeal could be concluded in time for entertainment to be provided during Fleadh 2026. 
 

3.0 Main Report  
 

 
 
 
3.1 
 
 
 
3.2 
 
3.3 
 
 
3.4 
 
 
3.5 
 

 
Key Issues 
 
The applicant has submitted an application for a 14-Day Occasional Outdoor Entertainments 
Licence for the outdoor area/carpark located to the rear of the Oh Yeah Music Centre at 15-
21 Gordon Street. 
 
A site location map is attached as Appendix 1 and the proposed layout plan as Appendix 2. 
 
Public notice of the application has been placed in the newspaper and no written 
representation has been lodged as a result of the advertisement.  
 
PSNI:  The Police have been consulted by the Service in relation to the application however 
a response has not yet been received. 
 
Should Members decide to grant the licence, this should be subject to a satisfactory 
response from the PSNI on the matter.  
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3.6 
 
 
3.7 
 
 
3.8 
 
 
 
3.9 
 
 
 
3.10 
 
 
 
 
3.11 
 
 
 
 
3.12 

 
NIFRS - The Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service have been consulted in relation to 
the application, however, a response has not yet been received. 
 
Should Members be minded to grant the licence this should be subject to a satisfactory 
response from NIFRS on the matter.  
 
Health, safety and welfare issues:  Officers have engaged with the Licensee and 
colleagues in the Fleadh events team in relation to the proposed use of this space and will 
participate in pre-event meetings. 
  
An Event Management Plan for the entertainment offerings at 15-21 Gordon Street has been 
requested and when received will be evaluated by the Service and shared with other 
colleagues.   
 
Noise issues: Musical entertainment is to be amplified and will cease at 11:00pm. The  
Council’s Environmental Protection Unit (EPU) is to provide a maximum sound level to be 
adhered to. If the Committee agrees to grant the licence this will be included as a special 
condition. 
 
The Licensee will be required to produce a suitable neighbourhood pre-notification letter 
containing a nominated Licensee contact that residents may refer concerns or make 
complaints to. The extent of the letter’s distribution, which will take place prior to the events 
will be agreed with the Licensee by the Service in consultation with EPU officers.   
 
Applicant: The applicant, and/or their representative will be available at your meeting to 
answer any queries you may have in relation to the application. 

4.0 
 
 

Financial and Resource Implication 
 
None.  Officers will carry out inspections before and during the events which will be catered 
for within existing Service budgets. 

5.0 Equality and Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 
 
There are no issues associated with this report. 

6.0 Appendices – Documents Attached 
 

  Appendix 1 – Site Location Map  

 Appendix 2 – Proposed Layout Plan 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject: 

Application to provide Indoor (marquee) musical entertainment 
beyond 11.00pm at Fleadh Cheoil temporary campsite at Titanic 
Quarter Harland & Wolff  

Date: 17 June 2026 

Reporting Officer: Kate Bentley, Director of Planning & Building Control, Ext. 2300 

Contact Officer: Stephen Hipkins, Building Control Manager, Ext. 2435 

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 
which the council has deemed this report restricted. 

 

Insert number  

 

1. Information relating to any individual 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
council holding that information) 

4. Information in connection with any labour relations matter 

5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on 
a person; or (b) to make an order or direction 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?   
                                                

Yes  No  

 

 

 

 

X 

 

 

X 
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Agenda Item 2g



 

 
1.0 Purpose of Report  

 

1.1 
 
 
1.2 
 
 
 

The Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann campsite in the Titanic Quarter will run for eight nights from 
Sunday 2nd August to Sunday 9th August 2026. 
 
This report is to consider a request from Nord Events Ltd. to permit entertainment to be 
provided beyond 11.00pm in a Marquee at:  
 

 East Belfast Titanic Quarter - Caravan/Motorhome Site (Nord Events) 
 

2.0 Recommendations 
 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Taking into account the information presented and any representations received you are 
required to consider the request to extend the hours of entertainment and, subject to all 
technical requirements being met, either: 

 
1. Agree that entertainment should be permitted to take place beyond the standard hours 

of licence to midnight on all eight nights of the Fleadh campsite; or 
2. Agree that only on specified nights will entertainment be permitted to take place beyond 

the standard hours of licence to midnight and that the other requested nights be 
permitted to take place to an earlier specified extended hour; or 

3. Refuse to extend hours on any night requested. 
 

3.0 Main Report  
 

 
 
3.1 
 
 
 
3.2 
 
 
3.3 
 
 
3.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Issues 
 
The Fleadh Cheoil temporary campsite at Titanic Quarter Harland & Wolff have submitted a 
grant application for a 14-Day Occasional Indoor (Marquee) Entertainments Licence. The 
applicant is Mr Aaron Cleary. 
 
A Site Location Map for the campsite at Titanic Quarter Harland & Wolff is attached as 
Appendix 1. 
 
The days and standard hours during which entertainment may be provided in a marquee is 
Monday to Sunday from 11.30 am to 11.00 pm. 
  
In addition, the following Special Conditions are attached to both Marquee and Outdoor 
Entertainments Licences: 
  

 Maximum numbers will be agreed at the discretion of the Building Control Service 
and will vary depending upon individual concert set up proposals. 

 Prior to any event taking place the promoters are required to demonstrate evidence 
of early consultation and have in place a robust system of dealing with any 
complaints, which has been agreed in advance with the Council. 

 Any requests to provide entertainment later than 11.00 pm must be considered by the 
Licensing Committee and therefore must be made at least 3 months in advance of 
the proposed event. 

 Should an application to provide entertainment beyond 11.00 pm be granted and the 
Council then receive a significant number of complaints regarding noise or the 
complaint is of such significant impact, authority is granted to the Director of Planning 
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3.5 
 
 
3.6 
 
 
 
 
 
3.7 
 
 
 
3.8 
 
3.9 
 
 
3.10 
 
3.11 
 
 
3.12 
 
 
 
3.13 
 
 
 
 
3.14 
 
 
 
3.15 
 
 
3.16 
 
 
 
 
3.17 
 
 
 
 
3.18 
 

and Building Control, in consultation with the City Solicitor, to reduce the finishing 
time for any subsequent nights of the event, in which case the promoter will be 
required to make contingency arrangements. 

 
Given the special conditions, this request to provide entertainment later than 11pm must be 
considered by the Licensing Committee.   
 
There is currently no Entertainment Licence in place at this site however an application has 
been received, and it will be issued under delegated authority, providing there are no 
objections, once the 28 day objection period has expired. This is not an application to vary 
the terms of the Indoor (Marquee) licence, but a request for the Council’s permission to 
extend the hours once the Entertainment Licence has been granted. 
 
The event organiser has indicated that Indoor (Marquee) music events are scheduled for the 
nights of Sunday 2 August to Sunday 9 August inclusive. The request is to provide 
entertainment to midnight on all of these eight nights.   
 
It should be noted that there will be no amplified entertainment at the campsite. 
 
Rationale for extended hours: A rationale for extended hours beyond 11pm has been 
provided by the event organiser and is attached as Appendix 2.   
 
A representative of the event organiser has been invited to attend your meeting. 
 
PSNI:  The Police have been contacted by the Service in relation to the application and the 
request for extended hours, however, a response has not yet been received.  
 
The licence will only be issued under delegated authority subject to a satisfactory response 
from the PSNI and should Members decide to approve the extended hours requested, this 
should also be subject to a satisfactory response from the PSNI on the matter.  
 
NIFRS 
The NIFRS have been consulted by the Service in relation to the application, however, a 
response has not yet been received. The licence will only be issued under delegated 
authority subject to a satisfactory response from the NIFRS. 
 
Health, safety and welfare issues:  Officers have engaged with the event organisers and 
colleagues in the Fleadh events team in relation to the events and will participate in pre-
event meetings. 
  
An Event Management Plan for the Fleadh has been received and is being evaluated by the 
Service and shared with other colleagues.   
 
Noise issues: A significant consideration for Environmental Protection Unit (EPU) will be the 
proposal to provide outdoor entertainment after 11.00 pm.  Members are reminded that the 
Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 gives councils 
additional powers in relation to entertainment noise after 11.00 pm.  
 
As part of the Planning Application process for the Titanic site an acoustic consultant was 
engaged, and the report provided highlighted sufficient noise mitigations. There was also 
extensive engagement with residents and businesses. This included an in-person 
consultation event, as well as an online consultation portal.  
 
The organisers will be required to produce a suitable residents pre-notification letter 
containing a nominated event organiser contact that that residents may refer concerns or 
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3.19 

make complaints to. The extent of the letter’s distribution, which will take place prior to the 
event will be agreed with the event organiser by the Service in consultation with EPU 
officers.   
 
The event organisers will be reminded of the standard licence condition that receipt of 
significant complaints may lead to further late nights being curtailed. However, it can be 
impracticable during the festival to curtail further nights at short notice, and as complaints 
are not all received on the nights that are the subject of the complaint a full picture does not 
emerge until all complaints are collated, by which time the events can be concluded.  
 

4.0 
 
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 
None.  Officers will carry out inspections before and during the events which will be catered 
for within existing Service budgets. 

5.0 Equality and Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 
 
There are no issues associated with this report. 

6.0 Appendices – Documents Attached 
 

  Appendix 1 – Site Location Map temporary campsite at Titanic Quarter Harland & 
Wolff 

 Appendix 2 – Applicant’s rationale for extended hours 
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Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann 2026 – Campsite Entertainment Licencing (Extended 
Licence) 
 
Event Overview 
Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann, the world’s largest celebration of Irish traditional music, 
song, dance and culture, will take place in Belfast from Sunday 2 to Sunday 9 August 
2026. This marks the first time the Fleadh has been hosted in the city, representing a 
landmark cultural moment and a major opportunity for Belfast’s communities, 
economy and international profile. 
 
With an anticipated 800,000 visitors, the Fleadh will deliver a week-long programme of 
concerts, competitions, sessions, workshops, family activities and community events 
across the city.  
 
Campsite Provision 
To support the scale of visitor demand and to provide a traditional, authentic Fleadh 
experience, Nord Events, and Féile an Phobail in conjunction with Belfast City Council 
will deliver community-based campsite facilities across the city. Camping is a core 
accommodation type at every Fleadh, and the Belfast provision will offer safe, 
accessible and well-managed facilities for visitors travelling from far and wide.  
 
Currently, there are 3 campsites.  

• East Belfast – Titanic Quarter – Caravan/Motorhome Site (Nord Events) 
• South Belfast – Ormeau Park – Tented Site (Nord Events) 
• West Belfast – Falls Park – Tented Site (Féile an Phobail) 

 
The sites will be operational from Sunday 2nd until Monday 10th August.  
 
Campsite Activities & Programming 
In addition to providing essential accommodation, the Campsite will host: 

• Evening impromptu entertainment and traditional music sessions 
• Family-friendly activities 
• Food, bar, welfare and community engagement spaces 

 
This help create a vibrant, welcoming environment that reflects the spirit of the Fleadh 
and encourages visitors to engage with the local area.  
 
Extended Campsite Entertainment Licence 
The operators are committed to delivering a first-class visitor experience and believe 
that extending onsite entertainment hours will significantly enhance the campsite offer 
and help achieve this aim. To support this, it is proposed that entertainment be 
permitted until midnight (00:00 hours) from Sunday 2 August to Sunday 9 August 
inclusive. 
 
It should be noted that there will be no amplified entertainment at campsites. 
 
Visitor Experience & International Expectations 
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The Fleadh attracts a significant number of visitors who expect a lively, authentic 
cultural atmosphere extending into the evening. Allowing entertainment to run slightly 
later ensures that Belfast delivers a festival experience comparable to other host cities 
across Ireland, while supporting the city’s reputation as a welcoming, world-class 
cultural destination. 
 
Economic Benefit 
Extended evening entertainment will also generate positive economic impacts for the 
campsite operator and for the food and refreshment vendors trading onsite. Each of 
these providers are employing local people, meaning the extended hours directly 
support local jobs and income. The additional trading time increases revenue 
opportunities, strengthens the commercial viability of the campsite offer, and ensures 
that more of the economic benefit is retained within our communities. 
 
Safe & Managed Environment 
Providing structured, stewarded entertainment within the campsite reduces the 
likelihood of informal gatherings elsewhere and ensures visitors remain in a controlled, 
well-managed environment. The campsite management team will work closely with 
PSNI, Council officers, community representatives and emergency services to minimise 
disruption and maintain safety. 
 
Contribution to Citywide Regeneration & Legacy 
The Fleadh represents a major opportunity for Belfast to showcase its cultural vibrancy 
and community strengths. Campsite programming, including extended hours on key 
nights supports the wider ambition of: 

• Building long-term cultural tourism. 
• Creating new partnerships and community networks. 
• Delivering a positive legacy for future events. 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject: 

Application to provide indoor musical entertainment beyond 
11.00pm in marquees in temporary campsites for Fleadh Cheoil 
na hEireann. 

Date: 17th June 2026 

Reporting Officer: Kate Bentley, Director of Planning & Building Control, Ext. 2300 

Contact Officer: Stephen Hipkins, Building Control Manager, Ext. 2435 

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 
which the council has deemed this report restricted. 

 

Insert number  

 

1. Information relating to any individual 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
council holding that information) 

4. Information in connection with any labour relations matter 

5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on 
a person; or (b) to make an order or direction 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?   
                                                

Yes  No  

 

 

 

 

X 

 

 

X 
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1.0 Purpose of Report  

 

1.1 
 
 
 

The Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann campsites at Ormeau Park and Falls Park will run for eight 
nights from Sunday 2 August to Sunday 9 August 2026. 
 
This report is to consider a request from Belfast City Council to permit entertainment to be 
provided beyond 11.00pm to midnight, within a marquee at the two campsite locations:  
 

 South Belfast – Ormeau Park – Tented Site (Nord Events) 

 West Belfast – Falls Park – Tented Site (Féile an Phobail) 
 

2.0 Recommendations 
 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Taking into account the information presented and any representations received you are 
required to consider the request to extend the hours of entertainment and, subject to all 
technical requirements being met, either: 

 
1. Agree that entertainment should be permitted to take place beyond the standard hours 

of licence to midnight on all eight nights of the Fleadh campsite; or 
2. Agree that only on specified nights will entertainment be permitted to take place beyond 

the standard hours of licence to midnight and that the other requested nights be permitted 
to take place to an earlier specified extended hour; or 

3. Refuse to extend hours on any night requested. 
 

3.0 Main Report  
 

 
 
3.1 
 
 
 
 
3.2 
 
3.3 
 
3.4 
 
 
3.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Issues 
 
Both Ormeau Park and Falls Park have 7-Day Annual Outdoor Entertainments Licences and 
7-Day Annual Indoor (Marquee) Entertainments Licences which have been used to hold 
events in the past. The Licences for both parks are held by Mr Stephen Leonard, Belfast City 
Council. 
 
A Site Location Map for Ormeau Park is attached as Appendix 1. 
 
A Site Location Map for Falls Park is attached as Appendix 2. 
 
The days and standard hours during which entertainment may be provided both outdoors 
and in a marquee are Monday to Sunday from 11.30 am to 11.00 pm. 
  
In addition, the following Special Conditions are attached to both the Marquee and Outdoor 
Entertainments Licences: 
  

 Maximum numbers will be agreed at the discretion of the Building Control Service 
and will vary depending upon individual concert set up proposals. 

 Prior to any event taking place the promoters are required to demonstrate evidence 
of early consultation and have in place a robust system of dealing with any 
complaints, which has been agreed in advance with the Council. 

 Any requests to provide entertainment later than 11.00 pm must be considered by the 
Licensing Committee and therefore must be made at least 3 months in advance of 
the proposed event. 
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3.6 
 
 
3.7 
 
 
 
3.8 
 
 
 
3.9 
 
3.10 
 
 
3.11 
 
3.12 
 
 
3.13 
 
 
3.14 
 
 
3.15 
 
 
 
3.16 
 
 
3.17 
 
 
 
 
3.18 
 
 
 
 
3.19 

 Should an application to provide entertainment beyond 11.00 pm be granted and the 
Council then receive a significant number of complaints regarding noise or the 
complaint is of such significant impact, authority is granted to the Director of Planning 
and Building Control, in consultation with the City Solicitor, to reduce the finishing 
time for any subsequent nights of the event, in which case the promoter will be 
required to make contingency arrangements. 

 
Given the special conditions, this request to provide entertainment later than 11pm must be 
considered by the Licensing Committee.   
 
As this is not an application to vary the terms of the Indoor (Marquee) licence, but a request 
for Council’s permission to extend the hours under an existing Licence Condition, there is no 
requirement for public advertisement in this case. 
 
The event organiser has indicated that Indoor (Marquee) music events are scheduled for the 
nights of Sunday 2 August to Sunday 9 August inclusive. The request is to provide 
entertainment to midnight on these eight nights.   
 
It should be noted that there will be no amplified entertainment at campsites. 
 
Rationale for extended hours: A rationale for extended hours beyond 11pm has been 
provided by the event organiser and is attached as Appendix 3.   
 
A representative of the event organiser has been invited to attend your meeting. 
 
PSNI:  The Police have been contacted by the Service in relation to the event, however, a 
response has not yet been received.  
 
Should Members be minded to approve the extended hours requested, this should be 
subject to a satisfactory response from the PSNI on the matter.  
 
NIFRS: The NIFRS have been consulted by the Service in relation to the application, 
however, a response has not yet been received.   
 
Health, safety and welfare issues:  Officers have engaged with the event organisers and 
colleagues in the Fleadh events team in relation to the events and will participate in pre-
event meetings. 
  
An Event Management Plan for the Fleadh has been received and is being evaluated by the 
Service and shared with other colleagues.   
 
Noise issues: A significant consideration for Environmental Protection Unit (EPU) will be the 
proposal to provide outdoor entertainment after 11.00 pm.  Members are reminded that the 
Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 gives councils 
additional powers in relation to entertainment noise after 11.00 pm.  
 
The organisers have confirmed Noise mitigations with regards to generator use have been 
established on all campsites. Ormeau Park BCC has carried out two stakeholder 
engagement sessions and Féile have confirmed they are currently carrying out engagement 
with residents with regards to Falls Park. 
 

The organisers will also be required to produce a suitable residents pre-notification letter 
containing a nominated event organiser contact that that residents may refer concerns or make 
complaints to. The extent of the letter’s distribution, which will take place prior to the event will 
be agreed with the event organiser by the Service in consultation with EPU officers.   
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The event organisers will be reminded of the standard licence condition that receipt of 
significant complaints may lead to further late nights being curtailed. However, it can be 
impracticable during the festival to curtail further nights at short notice, and as complaints are 
not all received on the nights that are the subject of the complaint a full picture does not emerge 
until all complaints are collated, by which time the events can be concluded. 
  

4.0 
 
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 
None.  Officers will carry out inspections before and during the events which will be catered 
for within existing Service budgets. 

5.0 Equality and Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 
 
There are no issues associated with this report. 

6.0 Appendices – Documents Attached 
 

  Appendix 1 – Site Location Map Ormeau Park 

 Appendix 2 – Site Location Map Falls Park 

 Appendix 3 – Applicant’s rationale for extended hours 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 
INSERT AGENDA ITEM  
 
 
 
 

Subject: 
Application to provide outdoor musical entertainment beyond 
11.00 pm at Falls Park 

Date: 17 June 2026 

Reporting Officer: Kate Bentley, Director of Planning & Building Control, Ext. 2300 

Contact Officer: Stephen Hipkins, Lead Building Control Surveyor, Ext. 2444 

  

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 
which the council has deemed this report restricted. 

 

Insert number  

1. Information relating to any individual 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
council holding that information) 

4. Information in connection with any labour relations matter 

5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on 
a person; or (b) to make an order or direction 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  

Yes  No  X 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

X 
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Agenda Item 2i



 
1.0 Purpose of Report  

 

1.1 
 
 
 

To consider a request from the organisers of Féile an Phobail to permit the planned 
entertainment to run beyond 11.00 pm on up to eight nights during the festival event within 
Falls Park, running from Friday 24 July to Sunday 9 August 2026. 
 

2.0 Recommendations 
 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Taking into account the information presented and any representations received you are 
required to consider the request to extend the hours of entertainment and, subject to all 
technical requirements being met, either: 

 
1. Agree that all eight of the events should be permitted to take place beyond the standard 

hours of licence to 1.00 am; or 
2. Agree that only on specified nights will entertainment be permitted to take place beyond 

the standard hours of licence to 1.00 am and that the other requested nights be permitted 
to take place to an earlier specified extended hour; or 

3. Refuse to extend all of the hours as requested. 
 

3.0 Main Report  
 

 
 
3.1 
 
 
 
 
3.2 
 
3.3 
 
 
3.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Issues 
 
Falls Park has a 7-Day Annual Outdoor Entertainments Licence and a 7-Day Annual Indoor 
Entertainments Licence for a Marquee and both have been used to hold events in the past, 
primarily for this event.  The Licences are held by the City and Neighbourhood Services 
Department and are transferred to the organisers for the duration of their event. 
 
A Site Location Map is attached as Appendix 1. 
 
The days and standard hours during which entertainment may be provided both outdoors and 
in a marquee are Monday to Sunday from 11.30 am to 11.00 pm. 
  
In addition, the following Special Conditions are attached to both the Marquee and Outdoor 
Entertainments Licences: 
  

 Maximum numbers will be agreed at the discretion of the Building Control Service and 
will vary depending upon individual concert set up proposals. 

 Prior to any event taking place the promoters are required to demonstrate evidence of 
early consultation and have in place a robust system of dealing with any complaints, 
which has been agreed in advance with the Council. 

 Any requests to provide entertainment later than 11.00 pm must be considered by the 
Licensing Committee and therefore must be made at least 3 months in advance of the 
proposed event. 

 Should an application to provide entertainment beyond 11.00 pm be granted and the 
Council then receive a significant number of complaints regarding noise or the 
complaint is of such significant impact, authority is granted to the Director of Planning 
and Building Control, in consultation with the City Solicitor, to reduce the finishing time 
for any subsequent nights of the event, in which case the promoter will be required to 
make contingency arrangements. 
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3.5 
 
 
3.6 
 
 
 
3.7 
 
 
 
 
3.8 
 
 
 
3.9 
 
 
3.10 
 
 
3.11 
 
 
 
 
 
3.12 
 
 
 
3.13 
 
 
 
3.14 
 
 
 
 
3.15 
 
3.16 
 
 
3.17 
 
 
3.18 
 
 
3.19 
 
 

The Special Conditions mean that this request to provide entertainment later than 11.00 pm 
must be considered by the Licensing Committee.   
 
As this is not an application to vary the terms of the Outdoor licence, but a request for 
Council’s permission to extend the hours under an existing Licence Condition, there is no 
requirement for public advertisement in this case. 
 
The event organiser has indicated that outdoor music events are scheduled for Friday 24, 
Saturday 25, Friday 31 July, Saturday 1, Thursday 6, Friday 7 and Saturday 8, and Sunday 
9 August 2026.  The request is to provide entertainment beyond 11.00 pm on all of these 
nights.   
 
The event organiser has indicated that it is intended only to operate to 1.00 am on three 
occasions.  These dates have been identified as Friday 7, Saturday 8 August and Sunday 9 
August.   
 
The Service await confirmation from the organisers on actual finish time of the remaining 
events for which extension beyond standard hours has also been requested.  
 
Rationale for extended hours: A rationale for extended hours beyond 11.00 pm has been 
provided by the event organiser and is attached as Appendix 2.   
 
The event has been running for over 30 years as a community festival and in recent years 
organisers have consolidated the music events hosted at Falls Park to six nights.  This 
decision was motivated by a desire to limit disruption to the community in close proximity to 
Falls Park.  However, the request for entertainment to go beyond 11.00 pm for 2026 would 
be to increase the number of occasions to eight evenings.   
 
The applicant has indicated that it is intended that entertainment will go on no later than 1.00 
am for the events on Friday 7, Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 August, with this request for 
extended hours on these nights being due to the diversionary nature of the events.  
 
Members are reminded that in 2025 the Committee agreed to grant the organisers 
permission to operate on 6 nights of the event beyond the standard hours of 11.00 pm to 
1.00 am and on all these nights entertainment did continue beyond 11.00 pm.  
 
A significant factor, which is unique to this year’s event, is the operation of a campsite for the 
Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann at a neighbouring location within Falls Park.  Féile an Phobail 
have a stated aim to deliver, in conjunction with Belfast City Council, a safe, accessible and 
well-managed facility for visitors to the city for the Fleadh Cheoil.   
 
A representative of the event organiser has been invited to attend your meeting. 
 
PSNI:  The Police have been contacted by the Service in relation to the event, however, a 
response has not yet been received. 
 
Should Members be minded approve the extended hours requested, this should be subject 
to a satisfactory response from the PSNI on the matter.  
 
NIFRS:  The Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service have been consulted in relation to 
the application, however, a response has not yet been received. 
 
Should Members be minded approve the extended hours requested, this should be subject 
to a satisfactory response from NIFRS on the matter.  
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3.20 
 
 
 
3.21 
 
 
3.22 
 
 
 
3.23 
 
 
 
 
3.24 
 
 
3.25 
 
 
 
 
3.26 
 
 
 
 
3.27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.28 
 
 
 
 
 
3.29 
 
 
 
 
3.30 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Health, safety and welfare issues:  Officers have engaged with the event organisers and 
colleagues in City & Neighbourhood Services in relation to the festival and will participate in 
the multi-agency meeting to be held in advance of the event with the event organisers.   
  
An Event Management Plan in support of the event has been received and is being 
evaluated by the Service and shared with other colleagues.   
 
Officers from the Service have carried out during performance inspections at previous 
events organised by Féile an Phobail and found that the organisers have adhered to the 
health, safety and welfare management requirements during that time. 
 
Noise issues: A significant consideration for Environmental Protection Unit (EPU) will be the 
proposal to provide outdoor entertainment after 11.00 pm.  Members are reminded that the 
Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 gives councils 
additional powers in relation to entertainment noise after 11.00 pm.  
 
In 2025, 17 noise complaints were received over the period of the festival, a reduction from 
the approx. 76 noise complaints received in 2024.   
 
Complaints received during the course of the festival in 2025 were brought to the attention of 
the event organisers and following conclusion of the festival a summary of all noise 
complaints was provided for their consideration.  No formal action was undertaken in respect 
of the noise complaints received. 
 
During this year’s festival there will be an increase from six to eight nights on which musical 
entertainment will go beyond 11.00pm.  The cumulative impact of disturbance resulting from 
this musical entertainment and congregation of large numbers of patrons attending the park 
has the potential to give rise to community annoyance. 
 
Significantly, Falls Park is also one of three campsites which will be in operation across the 
city during the Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann.  The Fleadh will run from Sunday 2 to Sunday 9 
August.  During this period the organisers of Feile an Phobail have sought permission to 
provide musical entertainment beyond 11.00pm on 4 occasions.  Given the proximity of the 
campsite to the event space under consideration for extended hours, it is foreseeable that 
noise disturbance arising from musical entertainment provided as part of the Féile an 
Phobail will impact upon residents of the campsite. 
 
The event organisers will, as for last year, again be required to engage with an acoustic 
consultant and requested to document a noise mitigation strategy for each night of 
entertainment.  The purpose of the strategy will be to demonstrate that noise from the event 
will not cause unreasonable disturbance to commercial and residential premises.  Once 
received by the Service this strategy will be provided to EPU for appraisal.  
 
The noise mitigation strategy will be discussed at the pre-event multi-agency meeting. Last 
year Members requested the sound consultant had a site presence on the nights of 
entertainment to carry out sound testing, and this could again be a beneficial mitigation this 
year.  
 
The organisers will also be required to produce a suitable residents pre-notification letter 
containing a nominated event organiser contact that that residents may refer concerns or 
make complaints to. The extent of the letter’s distribution, which will take place prior to the 
event will be agreed with the event organiser by the Service in consultation with EPU 
officers.   
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3.31 
 
 
 
 
 
3.32 

The event organisers will be reminded of the standard licence condition that receipt of 
significant complaints may lead to further late nights being curtailed. However, it can be 
impracticable during the festival to curtail further nights at short notice, and as complaints are 
not all received on the nights that are the subject of the complaint a full picture does not emerge 
until all complaints are collated, by which time the events can be concluded.   
 
Members may therefore wish to consider the number of complaints received last year in 
making a decision on whether to grant or refuse the request for extended hours to 1am for 
some or all of the eights nights requested, or in specifying an earlier extended hour for all or 
some of the nights. 
 

4.0 
 
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 
None.  Officers will carry out inspections before and during the events which will be catered 
for within existing Service budgets. 

5.0 Equality and Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 
 
There are no issues associated with this report. 

6.0 Appendices – Documents Attached 
 

  Appendix 1 – Site Location Map 

 Appendix 2 – Applicant’s rationale for extended hours 
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12th May 2026 

Dear members,  

Féile an Phobail is Irelands biggest community arts festival and summer school, holding 3 
festivals a year as well as a range of year‐round community engagement and youth arts 
events. Our August Féile is our flagship international festival, attracting upwards of 90,000 
to Belfast each year, and includes: 

• approximately 600 events in 30+ venues citywide, including iconic venues such as 
Clonard Monastery An Chulturlann, Shankill Road, East Belfast, Duncairn Arts 
Centre, Linen Hall Library, PRONI, Ulster Museum, Belfast City Hall, St Marys 
University College, Conway Mill, Milltown and City Cemeteries and the Falls Park.  

• 18 music concerts, including 5-6 12,000 capacity concerts in the Falls Park  

• Féile Dance night (2025) resulted in NO Bonfires across the entire City– a 
significant achievement  

• 4 International comedy concerts,  

• 50+ exhibitions from artists worldwide,  

• 90+ discussions and debates events as part of ‘Irelands biggest Summer School’,  

• 24 youth events,  

• 12 literary events,  

• 9 drama / theatre productions,  

• over 100 family, outdoor and community events, street performances,  

• an internationally themed carnival parade,  

• international food fayre,  

• an event celebrating Pride week,  

• 30+ sporting events, and,  

• 40 various tours and walks  

• A Health and Well Being Festival  

• Approximately £4m contributed to local business as a result of August Féile 
events!  

Féile an Phobail, literally means Festival of the People, and really is a festival for all the 
people of the City and beyond, with a community ethos at the heart of our events. The 
event has grown over the years from being held for 2‐3 days to a full 11 day internationally 
acclaimed festival offering an eclectic mix of arts and cultural events, ranging from headline 
music concerts, comedy, tours and walks, debates and discussions, exhibitions / visual arts, 
theatre, youth and community and sporting events.  

This year’s festival will run from Friday 24th July to Sunday 9th August, which also coincies 
with the Fleadh Cheoil, of which Féile will be a partner in terms of delivery and support. 
Indeed, an offical Fleadh Campsite will be situated in the grounds of the Falls Park.   

In previous years, we had requested a license for, and operated between 8 and 11 headline 
music concerts in the Falls Park. Following significant consultation with the local community, 
and with our main stakeholders, and having successfully operated on the new event space 
since 2018, we are requesting an extended licence for 8 nights, spread over 3 weeks.  
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This year we would request that the Committee consider permitting us to operate this 
year’s headline music events in the Falls Park from Friday 24th July to Sunday 9th August, 
with events taking place on the 24/7, 25/7, 31/7, 1/8, 6/8, 7/8, 8/8, and 9/8 .  

We would request that entertainment license be granted to 1am. It is envisaged that only 
two / three of these nights, Fri 7th August, Sat 8th August, Sunday 9th August will go to 
1am, due to the diversionary nature of the events, which receive the support of the wider 
community and statutory agencies, including the PSNI and is funded by Belfast City Council. 
Féile has also agreed to limit / mitigate against any sound issues on this evening by 
introducing the main acts on stage at an earlier time, an initiative that has been well 
received in previous years.  

This will allow us to develop our plans around some of the diversionary activities we are 
proposing to do to help with the ongoing antisocial behavior issues that exist within the Falls 
Park and surrounding areas.  

This year Féile will also act as a lead partner for diversionary events on the 8th August (and 
the lead up the 8th) right across the City, with events taking place and partnering with Féile 
in Ardoyne, New Lodge, the Market, Short Strand and the Ormeau Road, a significant cross 
City project aimed at reducing intra and inter community tension, not to mention the anti-
social behavior on this date often associated with ‘unwanted’ bonfires.  

Féile has committed alongside local political and community reps to conduct a number of 
community consultations around this year’s events in the park, specifically engaging with 
local residents and addressing any issues / concerns. Indeed, we have already engaged in 
meetings with BCC Officers, the PSNI and local residents. We will continue to work alongside 
the park team and building control in this respect in the lead up to and throughout the 
festival.  

We are currently finalising the acts for this year but have already lined up a range of 
headline artists that will appeal to all age groups. We would hope to have the running order 
completed in the next couple of weeks and will forward this to Building Control when 
completed.  

As well as holding two operational meetings already with stakeholders, we’ve provided a 
draft copy of our proposed Event Management Plan and Site Plan but wish to highlight that 
these are subject to change but can assure the Committee that we will continue to work 
with Building Control and provide them with regular updates as work progresses in this 
regard.  

As in recent year’s we have been in regular contact with the PSNI regarding the event to 
agree the policing, traffic and transport measures, including parking. The PSNI have always 
been very helpful and are happy with the plans we have discussed with them. The PSNI are 
also involved with the diversionary activities we are implementing for the event and the 
underage activities to resolve the issues of anti‐social behavior, etc. currently being 
experienced in the area.  
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LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 
 
DRAFT 
 
 

Subject: 
Application for the Grant of a 7 Day Annual Outdoor Entertainments 
Licence for Laverys Bar 

Date: 17 June 2026        

Reporting Officer: Kate Bentley, Director of Planning & Building Control, Ext. 2300 

Contact Officer: Stephen Hipkins, Building Control Manager, Ext. 2435 

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 
which the council has deemed this report restricted. 

 

Insert number  

1. Information relating to any individual 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
council holding that information) 

4. Information in connection with any labour relations matter 

5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on 
a person; or (b) to make an order or direction 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  

Yes  No  X 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

X 
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Agenda Item 2j



 

1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues 

 
1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2 
 

 
To consider an application for the grant of a 7-Day Annual Outdoor Entertainments Licence 
based on the Council’s standard conditions, to provide outdoor musical entertainment for: 

Area and Location Ref. No. Applicant 

Laverys Bar 
12-18 Bradbury Place 
Belfast, BT7 1RS 
 

24373 Mr Bernard Lavery 

A location map is attached as Appendix 1 

2.0 Recommendations 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2 
 

 
Taking into account the information presented and any representations made in respect of the 
application you are required to make a decision to either: 
 

a) Approve the application for the grant of the 7-Day Annual Outdoor Entertainments 
Licence, or 

b) Approve the application for the grant with special conditions, or 
c) Refuse the application for the grant of the 7-Day Annual Outdoor Entertainments 

Licence. 
 
If an application is refused, or special conditions are attached to the licence to which the 
applicant does not consent, then the applicant may appeal the Council’s decision within 21 
days of notification of that decision to the County Court. In the case that the applicant 
subsequently decides to appeal, outdoor entertainment may not be provided until any such 
appeal is determined. 
 

3.0 Main Report – Key issues 

 
3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.3 
 
 
3.4 
 
3.5 

 
The areas currently licensed to provide entertainment are: 
 

 Ground Floor Bar, with a maximum capacity of 485 persons. 
 First Floor Lounge, with a maximum capacity of 300 persons. 
 Second Floor, Pool Room Layout, with a maximum capacity of 300 persons. 
 Second Floor, Concert Layout, with a maximum capacity of 600 persons. 
 Mezzanine, with a maximum capacity of 60 persons. 
 Woodworkers Bar, with a maximum capacity of 210 persons. 

 
The days and hours during which the premises are currently licensed to provide entertainment 
are: 
 

 Monday to Thursday:   11.30 am to 1.00 am the following morning 
 Friday: 11.30 am to 2.00 am the following morning 
 Saturday: 11.30 am to 3.00 am the following morning 
 Sunday: 11.30 am to 12.00 midnight. 

 
The premise operates as a public bar and nightclub with entertainment being provided on all 
floors in the form of live bands and DJs. 
 
The applicant proposes to provide entertainment within three external areas, two of which are 
beer gardens located to the rear of Laverys Bar and the other is a roof top smoking area. 
 
The proposed occupancy of the areas will be:- 
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3.6 
 
 
3.7 
 
3.8 
 
3.9 
 
 
 
 
3.10 
 
 
3.11 
 
 
3.12 
 
 
3.13 
 
 
3.14 
 
3.15 
 
 
 
3.16 
 
 
 
3.17 
 
 
 
3.18 
 
 
 
 
3.19 
 
 
3.20 
 
3.21 

External beer garden, with a maximum capacity of 80 persons. 
External first floor beer garden, with a maximum capacity of 140 persons. 
Roof Top smoking area, with a maximum capacity of 100 persons. 
 
The applicant has applied to provide entertainment in the form of live music or DJ’s, within 
these existing outdoor areas. 
 
A layout plan is attached as Appendix 2. 
 
The standard outdoor entertainment hours are Monday to Sunday: 11:30am to 11.00pm. 
 
However, the applicant has proposed providing entertainment on the following days and 
hours:- 
  

 Monday to Sunday: 11:30 am to 1.00am the following morning 
 
Members are reminded that all applications for the grant of Outdoor Entertainments Licences 
must be brought before Committee for consideration. 
 
Rationale for extended hours: A rationale for extended hours beyond 11pm has been 
provided by the Licensee and is attached as Appendix 3.   
 
Representations: Public notice of the application has been placed in the newspaper and no 
written representation has been lodged as a result of the advertisement.  
 
PSNI:  The Police have been consulted and have confirmed that they have no objection to 
the application.   
 
A copy of the PSNI response is attached as Appendix 4. 
 
NIFRS:  The NIFRS have been consulted by the Service in relation to the application, 
however, a response has not yet been received. We will update the Committee at your 
meeting. 
 
Health, safety and welfare issues: A total of three during performance inspections have 
been carried out on the premises by Officers from the Service regarding the provision of 
indoor entertainment in the past 12 months. 
 
The inspections revealed that the conditions of the Entertainments Licence were being 
adhered to and Officers were satisfied that all operational and management procedures were 
being implemented effectively.  
 
Noise issues: Given the nature of the entertainment at the venue, an acoustic report 
outlining the measures to be taken to ensure minimal disturbance to neighbouring residential 
premises, both due to noise breakout or from patron activity, was requested and forwarded to 
the Council’s Environmental Protection Unit (EPU) for appraisal. 
 
Members are reminded that the Clean Neighbourhood and Environment Act 2011 gives 
councils additional powers in relation to the control of entertainment noise after 11.00 pm. 
 
Two noise complaints have been received concerning the premises in the last 12 months. 
 
The applicant, and/or their representative will be available at your meeting to answer any 
queries you may have in relation to the application. 
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4.0 Financial and Resource Implications 
 
None.  Officers will carry out inspections before and during the events which will be catered 
for within existing Service budgets. 

5.0 Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 
 
There are no issues associated with this report. 

6.0 Appendices – Documents Attached 
 

          

 Appendix 1 – Location map 

 Appendix 2 – Layout plan 

 Appendix 3 – Applicants Rationale 

 Appendix 4 – PSNI Comments 
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Proposal for the Use of the Front Roof Terrace Beer Garden, Back Roof Terrace Beer
Garden, and Back Bar Beer Garden at Lavery's, Belfast, for Regulated Entertainment

To: Quintin Thompson
Senior Building Control Surveyor
Belfast City Council Building Control Service

Re: Application for the Use of the Front Roof Terrace Beer Garden, Back Roof Terrace Beer
Garden, and Back Bar Beer Garden for Entertainment Purposes

Hi Quintin,

We wish to seek approval for the use of the external Front Roof Terrace Beer Garden, Back Roof
Terrace Beer Garden, and Back Bar Beer Garden at Lavery's, 12–18 Bradbury Place, Belfast, as a
regulated entertainment space.

Lavery's has operated as a licensed premises and entertainment venue for many years and has an
established track record of delivering live music, DJ events and large-scale entertainment safely
and responsibly. The proposed use of the Front Roof Terrace Beer Garden, Back Roof Terrace
Beer Garden, and Back Bar Beer Garden would allow us to enhance our customer offering while
maintaining appropriate controls to minimise any impact on neighbouring properties and the wider
community.

Proposed Entertainment Use

Live Music
• Primarily acoustic and small-scale amplified performances.
• Scheduled predominantly on Friday and Saturday evenings.
• Entertainment to conclude no later than 11.00pm.

DJ Entertainment
• Limited to key annual events and other significant occasions, including:
• St Patrick's Day celebrations
• Halloween events
• New Year's Eve celebrations
• Major sporting events and other significant promotional occasions
• Entertainment to conclude no later than 1.00am on these specific event dates.

Management and Control Measures
• All entertainment activities will be managed by experienced venue management personnel.
• Sound levels will be monitored and controlled throughout events.
• Speakers and performance areas will be positioned and managed to minimise sound breakout
from the premises.
• A dedicated management presence will be maintained during entertainment periods.
• Security staff will be deployed where appropriate to manage customer behaviour and dispersal.
• Customer movement and egress at the conclusion of events will be actively supervised to
minimise disturbance.
• The premises will continue to operate in accordance with all relevant licensing, health and safety,
and entertainment licence requirements.

Rationale

The Front Roof Terrace Beer Garden, Back Roof Terrace Beer Garden, and Back Bar Beer Garden
have become an important social space within the venue and presents an opportunity to provide
customers with a high-quality entertainment experience in a controlled and professionally managed
environment.
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The proposed entertainment programme will support Belfast's hospitality, tourism and night-time
economy, while further enhancing the cultural and social offering available within the city centre. It
will also allow us to make better use of an existing customer space that has proven increasingly
popular with patrons throughout the year.

The proposed operating hours represent a balanced and proportionate approach. Live music would
generally conclude by 11.00pm, with later entertainment requested only for a limited number of
significant annual events where customer demand is traditionally highest.

Lavery's has a long-standing history of working constructively with Belfast City Council and other
statutory agencies to ensure that entertainment is delivered safely, responsibly and with due
consideration for neighbouring properties. We are committed to continuing that approach in relation
to the proposed use of the beer garden.

We believe this proposal represents a reasonable and well-managed use of the space and would
welcome the opportunity to discuss any specific concerns or operational requirements that Building
Control may wish to consider.

Many thanks,

Bernard Lavery
Lavery's Bar
12–18 Bradbury Place
Belfast
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following special conditions be considered for inclusion on the 
licences to ensure the peaceful and orderly conduct of the area and 
that the appropriate number of committee persons or SIA approved 
only doorstaff be deployed within the licenced premises.   
 

 The licence holder to take positive steps to manage the premises 
responsibly in a peaceful and orderly manor 

 Robust complaints procedure in place for dealing with residents’ concerns 
expeditiously 

 APPENDIX E – Safer Dancing / Reduction in the supply of drugs 
within the BCC Rules of Management be complied with ASAP  

 
If the Entertainment Licence application and variation is granted in due 
course police note that APPENDIX E – Safer Dancing / Reduction in 
the supply of drugs within the BCC Rules of Management it is the 
responsibility of the licence holder.  Any breaches or non-
compliance should be managed by Belfast City Council.  
 
Please note if a Pavement Café area is included within the 
Entertainment Licence, an application under the permanent 
scheme should be made to Belfast City Council ASAP as any 
existing temporary Pavement Café Licence will no longer be valid.  
 
Please forward police a copy of the above Entertainment Licence with 
any special conditions or restrictions with confirmation that all Belfast 
City Council requirements and conditions including all Building 
Regulations approvals have been adhered to and that the Licensing (NI) 
Order 1996 will be adhered to by the licence holder. 
 
Can you please also ensure that the applicant has registered the 
premises with the ongoing ‘Ask for Angela’ campaign as we continue to 
raise awareness for this simple, yet effective initiative that allows those 
who may find themselves in a vulnerable situation, with a quick and 
discreet way to access the help they need.  Please feel free to share 
and encourage your applicants to registered and appear on the province 
wide map.  
  

The Police Service of 
Northern Ireland has 
developed a short training 
package, in partnership 
with Hospitality Ulster for 
the ‘Ask for Angela’ 
safeguarding initiative 
across Northern 

Page 110



 
 

Ireland.  People who feel unsafe, vulnerable or threatened can discreetly 
seek help by approaching venue staff. Asking for ‘Angela’ will indicate to 
trained staff that this person requires help in the form of; reuniting them 
with a friend, seeing them to a taxi, or by calling venue security and/or 
Police. The training package for the scheme is now available to access 
on the Hospitality Ulster website here: 
https://hospitalityulster.org/askforangela or on the Northern Ireland 
Hotel Federation website here:  https://www.nihf.co.uk/ask-for-angela/ 
Any venue that wishes to take part must first register via the link 
above to sign up to the scheme and then they will be given access to 
the bespoke training package for their staff and promotional materials 
for their venue.   
Once venues have signed up they will be added to a map that has 
been designed to make the public aware of what once venues have 
signed up they will be added to a map that has been designed to 
make the public aware of what venues are involved. 
 

 
Licensing Constable 
Belfast City 
Extension: 21812 
Mobile:  
Email: @psni.police.uk Musgrave Police Station • 60 
Victoria Street • Belfast • BT1 3GL  
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